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3. ^ The drawings filed on 07 September 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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1 . Claims 1-18 have been allowed. 

2. The prior art by Aral teaches a poHshing apparatus with a platen comprising two ring- 
shaped regions, but fails to teach or fairiy suggest first and second sensors in the regions as 
claimed in claims 1, 7, and 13 of the present invention. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sylvia R MacArthur whose telephone number is 703-306-5690. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F during the core hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory L. Mills can be reached on 703-308-1633. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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